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So, what do we forecast for the year ahead? 

F&D Rated as No.1 in 2017 

Well, it is no coincidence that our most powerful year 
took place when the market has got tougher.  In these 
more demanding times it is also clear that the internet 
agent model of upfront fees and no commission is 
becoming less effective.

We believe that 2018 will take a similar trend to 2017 with a 
mixed bag of different price pressures both up and down, but 
ultimately another year where the overall property prices stay 
stagnant or even drop a little.

That said, the first time buyer market remains upbeat, with 
interest rates still remarkably low and whilst lenders still insist 
on a sizeable deposit, the government schemes such as ‘help 
to buy’ mean that first time buyers are still in the game.  This is 
compounded by the decline of the investment market following 
the introduction of additional stamp duty for a second property 
– which in turn has eased the rapid price increases.
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National forecasts suggest first time and second stepper 
properties will increase by 3% and 2% respectively.  However, the 
high end of the market, influenced by the ongoing readjustment 
in London and its commuter-belt suggest a fall of 2% in 2018, 
thus, levelling up the market and falling in line with the overall 
1.2% increase in 2017.

With such a variety of different property and price brackets in 
the Caversham area, our prediction of a further price slow-down 
during 2018 masks a somewhat tangled web of differing supply 
and demand factors meaning some sellers will still be pleasantly 
surprised by the amount their home achieves, whilst others less 
so.  Of course, this remains to be seen but crucially the ability to 
adapt quickly to the market vibrancy and frailties is what defines 
your local agent. 

At Farmer & Dyer we are determined to continue our strong 
presence in the Caversham area and invite you to contact us for 
any help or assistance in the coming weeks.

First Quarter 2018

For your free valuation call us on 0118 946 1800

We are delighted to announce that we enter the New Year as 
the undisputed leading estate agent across the board in RG4.  
Rightmove, who compile the most accurate statistics, rated us 
as number 1 in 2017 for:

 • Sales Agreed (outselling all our competitors)

 • New Listings (offering the most comprehensive range  
  of property for sale)

 • Lowest Level of Price Reductions (ensuring a precise  
  and accurate valuation)

This means that by instructing Farmer & Dyer you maximise your 
chances of selling nearest the price you are asking and have the 
best chance of finding the property you are looking for through 
our company.

The figures are undisputed; not filtered or manipulated – just 
a testament to the effort and consistency of our talented and 
respected local team.


